
Dr. Stanley Coren speaks to Animal Voices regarding safety and prevention re-
garding dog attacks.

Animal Voices: Are there warning signs to watch for in your dog that might reveal
increasing aggression that could possibly lead to spontaneous attacks?

Stanley Coren: Dogs that “mouth” (for example take your hand in their mouth or
pull at your clothes, or chew on their leash when walking) are not only showing
dominance, but are indicating that they are willing to contemplate putting their
teeth on humans (they view the leash as an extension of your hand). Resocializing
or retraining such dogs may be needed, or at the least they should be managed
carefully to keep them from situations where they might bite people.

AV: What are some suggestions you have for people with any type of dog to try and
prevent aggressive tendencies?

SC: Evidence shows that basic obedience training, particularly in class setting where
there are other dogs and owners around, will greatly reduce aggressive incidents.
Also, do not tie the dog out on a short chain, or keep them penned up in a small
yard. Such limitation in movement and confinement to a small area tends to make
even the best tempered breed of dog aggressive.

AV: If you do meet an aggressive dog, what should you do? What should you not
do?

SC: Stand still. Under no circumstances run, since that will trigger a pursuit re-
sponse. Fold your arms in front of your chest and avoid direct eye contact with the
dog. If he still approaches hostilely use the word “No” in a firm loud voice. Most
dogs are owned and have encountered the word “No” in their daily lives, and will
stop their approach. Wait until the dog seems to calm down a bit, then slowly (very
slowly) back away. Do not turn your back on the dog until you are at least 30 yards
from the dog, then continue to move away at a slow pace.

More on Dr. Stanley Coren: Though best known to the public for his series of best-
selling books on dogs, Dr. Coren is also a well-respected scientist and Professor
of Psychology at the University of British Columbia. In addition to studying dog
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behavior and writing such books as Why We Love the Dogs We Do, The Intelli-
gence of Dogs and How Dogs Think: Understanding the Canine Mind, Coren is
also an instructor with the Vancouver Dog Obedience Training Club. For more
information, please visit www.stanleycoren.com.
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